[Postoperative tetraplegia as a result of positioning].
Tetraplegia is a rare complication of positioning. A 36-year-old healthy man with a BMI of 40 underwent a sigmoidostomy reversal under general anaesthesia in the Trendelenburg position. Post-operatively the patient experienced pain with dysaestesia and weakness of both legs and arms. A medullary cervical compression was suspected, and prednisolone medication was initiated. An MRI showed no signs of either cervical discus prolaps or cervical stenosis. Myelography was not performed. The patient recovered well. Perioperative positioning was most likely the explanation of this condition.